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Longest established school in ‘father and son’ 25th anniversary celebrations

The School of Homeopathy
in Devon is celebrating its
25th anniversary this year,
but there is an extra cause
for celebration for founder
and director Misha Norland -
his eldest son Mani is set o
graduate this summer. Here,
Misha talks aboul the
beginnings ol the longest
established school in the
UK, and Mani tells of the
journey that led him into his

father's footsteps.

Misha:

When | was three, my parents
refugees to the UK, changed our
name from Neuschul (Wterally
MNew-Schule or school) to
MNorland. | remember that |
prolested vehamently over this
change, as though | had
unconsciously known the
direction my life would eventually
lake

But before teaching, there was
the path that led to homeopathy,
which began in 1970. Praviousty |
had settled on a carear in
fiimmaking, but then, after a stint
in Hollywood, | got married and
had a son. Retuming to London,
| tell back into the rut of my
bread and butter work: the
financial secunty afforded by
diracting TV commercials. | had
grown o hate prostifuting my art,
as | was viewing it. and | began
to search for ‘higher truths’, That
search for meaning had been
inculcated in me from my
childhood and was a legacy leh
to ma by my parenis.

| began informal study at John
Damonte’s fortnightly classes, He
was In loco parents as far as
wisdom teachings were
concerned, as well as providing a
sound basis in homeopathic
philosophy. Al this time, the only
education for non-medics in
London had been his class in the
MNorth and Thomas Maughan's in
the South. As lay homeopaths,
we were an underground
movement. | attended with my
wile, who later upped and laft

when our son, Mani was a little
ovar ong year of age, leaving ma
as a single parent overrkght.
When Mani began to talk, he
called me, “mumimy”. | was
totally dechcated to hem and thus
the final coffin nal was
hammered home into my
filmmaking caneer.

In 1975 my homeopathic practice
took off. | became the barefoot
homeopath of the North London
hippy community. | gained much
expengnce and saw homeopathy
bring aboul miraculous cures.
and long term healing oo
Homeopathic philosophy was
revealed 1o me by practical
axpanence. |
learn! that the
similimum, over
tima, continues
o provide the
impulse which
can change the
direction of
folk's ves,
setting their
sauls into the
wind of self
forgetting (for f
what is morne
distracting than
b@ing taken
over by one's suffering?).

In 1978 alongside a handiul of
Thomas Maughan's students, we
tounded The Socety of
Homeopaths, dedicated fo
practice according to
Hahnemannian precepts,
education, informaton
dissemination and creating and
maintaining a register, | was the
first aditor of the new Society's
journal, ‘The Homeopath'

| began formal teaching al the
College of Homeopathy in 1979,
although | had been running
fortnightly study groups from mry
home for some years pror (o
this. In 1980 | remarried o my
beloved Brigitte, soul mate and
friend. In 1981 we moved 1o
Devonshire with our family,
founding The School of
Homeopathy, which, in 1984,
moved 1o Yondercoll House in

Uttculma where our family and
the school continue to be
happity housed

The school is run by a team of
dedicated teachers, tulors and
mentars. Our curment faculty
includes many former students
who cooparale in creating and
maintaining the family
atmosphere and the ethos of the
school Tor which wo are
nationally and internationally
renowned. At the last count over
3.500 students worldwide had
enrolled on the course with us
Of course | am dehghted about
this achievement, representing
tha consolidated efforts of many
cooperating together to create
student centred support and
maintaining standards, but | am
ovar-the-moon that Mani has
opted to follow this path, to study
with us and latterly to take over
tha running of Aternative Tramning
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which supplies our home study
COUrsas

Mani:

| grew up with homeopathy all
arcund me, Al the tender age of
just ona and half | was part of
John Damonte's homeopathy
study group in London. They
were a lot of fun, | was dalighted
{o have paopie to play with,
rompang around in my tem
towelling nappy and discussing
the fingr points of Harmngs Law
of Cure. Atter John died the
classes were always held al ours
and as trme went on |
accidentally leant more about
homeoapathy, rather like a child
that leamns two languages

On one occasion, | was about
threa, | had taken a bump and |
knaw there was a good pall for
that. | knew it was called Amica

and that it began with A, but
didn't know how Amica was
written. So | pushed a chair up
agamnst the remedy cabinet and
just stanied eating pills from the A
drawer. Nice sweet litte pills

Sure enough | felt much better in
no time at alll

The School olficially started when
wi laft London, | was about nine
and we moved to Devon. |
remember the social buzz of a
college weekend, the small of
ncansa, chocolate iscuils, the
rainbow jumpers, the disco
buses, the chocolate biscuits, lots
of interesting talk, lentits,
chocolate biscuits, and the
delight of asking: why? (Go on,
try il ned time you hear a
homeopath talking)

Soon | would find my own way
into the world, away from the
rural. | was attracled to London,

ke & bea to a fliower, In London |
lmarnt about money, and what
apparently made the world go
around. Designer clothing was
important as was gomng out, But |
missed my friend, my father. |
missed our chats, the tangled
conversations of the mystenes of
creation, The wonder of nature
and how everything is linked. He
had so much to share

Increasingly | began to see my
Iife as a journey, a path with
blocks of knowladge, where |
would learn and grow, laking
what | had and building on it,
evarything seemed 1o be for a
purposa. | falt | was collecting
skills for a bigger plan

In Landon | met my wonderful
wife Amanda. | leamt o design, |
leant 1o give talks. hold meetings
to lead. | learnt about strategy.
finance and business. The more |
heiped the Sycolic world of
busmess the louder my calling
grew and the mone | reminisced
back to those early homeopathy
days. | wanied to help people not
business, 1o give more back. |
missed the people, the
philosophical talk and the
chocolate biscuits!

And then somathing beautiful
happened. My father and |
reconnected, our paths became
oné once again. We shared
common goals once more,
bigger ones, ones that didn't
imvolve wiping snofty green
candles from my nose, or
choosing what 1o eat lor supper.
Homeopathy envisioned us. The
way lorward was clear.

Homeopathy shares all my
values, | guess because | grew
up with it. it is about compassion,
love, helping people, making
things bettes, life long fascination
and leaming. it i5 about baing
creative, free and awara, Wow,
what things to be, what things to
help others o be. What a thing to
share.

And s0 it . My father and |, My
dream and his. May | one day
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*...as time went on | accidentally learnt
mare about homeopathy, rather like a

child that learns two languages.”
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share like he has Teach ke he
has. Be how he is and be mysaif
Sing my own song, dance my
own jig. Delight others in my own
way. And continue o make my
home a home of homeopathy

*Mani has moved back to the
family home with his wife Amanda
and both are set 1o quality in
June, They are also running
Alternative Training, which offers
distance leaming courses in

homeocpathy, and
COMEsPOndence course n
anatomy & physiology, pathology
& disease and nutrtion
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